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> Remarks on “ The doctrine of Baptism” 
4 HEB. vi. 2. 
3 v\ HEN | first observed this pee and M 
“compared it with Eph. iv. 5. “ One Lord, one faith, | 
Bone baptism” I thought, those must have been a mis- 
Make in the translation, of one, or the other, of those pas- 
Wsages. For as both were writen by the same hand ; 
Band Paul had so emphatically announced to Ephesians, | 
ne baptism, I could not see the propriety, or consisten- 
Wicy, of his stating to the Hebrews, that the doctrine. of 
WBheptisms, was one of the principles of the doctrine of 
@Christ. Or why the word, in this passage, should be 
rendered in the plural ; while in the other, it was so 
®cmphatically putin the singwar. And having been 
4 eine d taught, that there was an inward baptism ; or 
baptism by the spirit, and humbly hoped, I had expe- 


nine a 


Se rienced a measure of the same. I thought this must be 

W the “ one baptism” spoken of by Paul to the Ephesians ; 

§ and the only baptism, that could do us any good. And 

# as | considered it useless, to believe, or practice, any 

@ thing which was not essential ; or efficatious to the pu- 

)nifying and saving of the soul. And finding that there 
were such a diversity of opinions ; and so much strife | 

: among the various sects of Christians, about the sub- 

) jects and mode of water baptism: fora while, I re- 

| hauncecl all cutward baptisms ; and held only to that 
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baptism which I conceived to be by the spirit. Bi 
upon a more general exam ration of the scriptures, an} 

a deeper investigation of the subject ; I found that there f 
were four baptisms distinctly spoken of in the New. 
‘Testament, which I shall just notice in the lollowing § : 
order. viz. 

!. A baptism of sufferings. 

2. A baptisin with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 4 

3. A aay git A by the spirit. And, 

hs ‘A water baptism. 

\ baptism of sufferings. This baptism, is men. 

1 by Christ, and applied to himself ; Luke xii. 50, 
“J havea baptism to be baptized with, ‘and how am | 
siraitened untilit be accomplished.” This passage, |] 
doultle $8, has a particular allusion to his sufferings in J 
the garde nant ton the cross, Where his-agonies were 7 
mexpressible, and hisssorrows beyond a parallel, so | 
that he was all overwhelmed and baptized in suffer 
mgs. - While entering the dismal scene, he said, “ My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death.” And, 
“O Lather, ifit be possible, let thiscup pass from me.” 
“ He prayed in an agony, and sweat as it were grea! 
drops of blood falling down to the ground.” It would 
be Impossinie for a mortal’s pen to fully discribe: the | 
sufferings of Christ ; while he bore our sins in his own | 
body on the tree ; and trode the wine pe of his fa- 
ther’s wrath alone, and of the people there was none ~ 
with. him. _There is no word that could have expres- @ 
sed it more fully, than the word baptism. “1 hav ea bap & 
tism to be baptized with,” &c. Christ began his. sui- 
ferings as soon as he entered the pre pared. body, and 
was constantly wading deeper, and deeper, into the dis- 
orders of our fallen state, and corruptions of our sinful 
natures ; for he was always a man of serrows and ac- 
quainted with grief; till, in the thirty-third year, of his 
useful and sinless life ; ¢ calvary’ s bloody summit, wit. 
yessed his lest struggles, and felt his dying g 
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“#ich rent the rocks and shook creation. Here his 
4ufferings were all accompljshed. 
Through out the Saviour’s life we trace = 
Nothing but shame and deep disgrace : 
No period else was seen ; 
Till he a spotless victim fell ; 
Tasting in soul a painful hell, 
Caus’d by the Creature’s sin. 
This same baptism, is mentioned again by Christ. Mari 
x. 39. And applied to two of his disciples. ‘“ Ye shall 
indeed drink of the cup that I drink ef ; and with the 
baptism that J am baptized, with all shall ye. be bap- 
tized.” All the Apostles, shared largely in the suffer 
ings of Christ, they drank of the same cup, and were 
baptized with the same baptism ; and later saints, have 
in their measures, experienced a portion of the same. 
A baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 
The - baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire, was 
frst mentioned, and foretold by John the bapt ist, who 
tras the forerunner of Christ. Mat. iii. 11. “I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance ; but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than J], whose shoes | am 
not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the Ho- 
'y Ghost and with fire.” Jesus Christ, was the only 
rson, who ever administered this kind of baptism; 
nd the only candidates were the Aposties: and the 
ly time that ever it was administere d, was at Jeru- 
salem on the day of Penticost. It took place, soon af 
ter he election of Matthias to the apostleship ; whose 
election, seems to have been fully sanctioned by his 
art taking of this baptism, with the other eleven, whe 
had been previously chosen to the same office, by 
Christ himself. It took place in the following manner. 
That is to say, “ When the day of Penticost “Was fully 
come, they,” (that is the Apost les) “ were all with one 
accord in one place, and suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it fed 
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all the liouse where they were sitting, and there ap 





wr 
peared unto them « loven tongues like as of fire, andi: rhe 
sat upon each ofthem. Ard they were all filled with he 
he Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, dle 
as the spirit gave them utterance.” There are four ml 
— in this haptism, which are worthy of remark. us 
. It was vocal, because there came a sound from or 
he ven, as of rushing mig zhty wind, and filled all the mi 
house where they were sitting 
2. It was visible, for there appeared unto them clo- P: 
ven 1 tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. ti2 
It was mental, for they were all filled with the Ww 
Hol Ghost. And. tO 
. It was miraculous, because, they being ignorant ly 
and unlearned men; were enabled ihereby, to speak Si 
intelligibly in the languages of all nations ; and proha- ti 
bly too, with greater: clearness, than those, who had to 
acquired the knowledge of those |: anguages, at the sem- m 
inaries of Ie arning. Some suppose, “that all true be- el 
heve ‘s are baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire ; it 
but that supposition seems to be groundless, as we have th 
no account in the scriptures, of any who were ever the W 
subject of it, excepting the Apostles. Besides, if this 
were the case, we might expect to hear them speaking, P 
not only with new tongues ; but with other tongues ; | 
aa to see the same signs following them, which follow: n 
ed the Apostles. The ancient prophets who wrote the t 


Old-Testament were all inspired men ; and were no 
‘loubt filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. But we have no ac- 
count of their being baptized with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire. “SS we have several aceounts in the New- 
Testament, of believers receiving the, Holy’ Ghost, un- 
der the preaching, prayers, and laying on of the hands 
of the Apostles ; yet there is no mention that any of 
these gifts were accompanied with the cloven tongues 
of fire. This extraordinary and miraculons hantism, 
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was given to the Apostles to fulfil Christ’s promise to 
shem ; and to confirm their faith in him, to prove that 
ne was the real Son of God, and was risen from the 
dead, and had all power in heaven and in earth com 
a unto him. And to qualify and pre pare them to 

. into all the world ; and preach the ¢g — to every 

reature, Which they had before received a command. 
ment to do. 

3. A baptism by the spirit. This is mentioned 
Paul i. Cor. xii. 13. For by one Spirit are we all ba 
tized into one body ; whether we be Jews or Gen tiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have been all made 
to drink into one spirit. The word baptize, is original- 
ly a Dyer’s s word ; and is various in its signification. 

Some times it means to dip, immerse, or colour. Some- 
times to overwhelm, or bury. And at other times it means 
‘o wash, or purifye The word baptized in this place, 
means washed or purified ; and has a particular re‘fer- 
ence to the agency and efficiency of the Holy Spirit in 
i's Opperations upon the soul, in the work of regenera- 
tions Which in several places in scripture is called 
washing. Christ speaking to Peter, says John xiii. 8. 

* If I washy.thee not, thou hast no part with me.” And 
Paul speaking in this same epistle says-Chap. vi. 9. 10, 

nd 11. Know ye not that the unrighteot us shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived, neither 
fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeini 

ate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners shall inheritsthe kingdom of God. And 
such were some of you, but ye are washed, but 
sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus ; and by the spirit of our God. This is clearly 
meant of regeneration ; ; for no person can have experi 
enced these things, without being in Christ, and a new 
creature. Again, in his epistle to Titus, he calls re- 
generation a washing. See Titus ul. & 4, and 5. “ For 
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we ourselves were sometimes foolish, disobedient, de 
ceived, serving diverse lusts and pleasures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful, and hateing one another. “But 
after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour to- 
ward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done ; but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the w ashir ig of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost.” “ Which (saith he) he shed: 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” 
These passages plainly shew, that the great work of re- 
generation Is ‘effected by the agency ‘and opperations 
of the spirit of God, on the rational mind. And hence, 
all such as have experienced it, are said to be baptized 
by the spirit. ‘This baptism therefore applies to all true 
believers. “ For, by one spirit are we all baptized in- 
to one body ; whether we he Jews or Gentiles, wheth- 
er we be bond or free.” Now, ir orderthat salvation 
might be made possible to all men ; and that men might 
experience this baptism, or washing of regeneration ; 
and so be purified, and brought into one body of living 
members, of which Christ is ‘the head. Christ has not 
only laid down his life a ransom for all, to be testified’ 
in due time, and by the grace of God tasted death for 


every man; but has been delivered tor our offences, 


and raised ¢ again for our justification. Ascended up on 
high, led captivity captive, and received gifts for men 
even for the rebellious.” And hath sent down his Holy 
Spirit to comfort his humble followers ; and to reprove 
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. 
Now, this manifestation of the spirit and grace of God, 
is what distinguishes men, in an unregeneérate state, from 
Devils incarnate. Constitutes them gospel probation« 
ers ; recapassiates them to exercise their moral pows 
ers and abilities, as rational creatures, m submitting to 
the truth of the gospe¥’of Christ, and through the power 
of his spirit, to obey all its requirements ; and thus to 

render them responsible to himself, for all their 
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thoughts, words, and actions. For we must all appear 
before the judgement seat of Christ ; and be judged ac- 
cording to men in the flesh, that is, as those who have 
had a day and means of grace; or, as gospel proba- 
yoners. Therefore, in oxder that men may experience 
a baptism by the spirit, and have their souls thus puri- 
fied ; they must attend to the calls of the gospel, and 
believe and obey the truth. See 1. Pet. i. 22. 23. See- 
ing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
see that ye Hive one another with pure hearts fervent 
ly ; being born again, not of corruptable seed, but of 
incorr uptable, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth forever. Hence it is plain that the gospel has 
iis commandments and ordinances as wellas the law. 
And although hy the deeds of the Jaw, no man can be 
justified ; and we are forbiden, to touch, taste, or han- 
‘le its ordinances. Which law’ was completely fulfil- 
led, and all its ordinances antityped by Christ. Yet, 
he having bought us with the incomparable price of 
his own most precious blood, we have by purchase, all 
become his legad subjects and i in this sense God has al- 
ready given him the ‘heathen for his inheritance ; and 
the utmost parts of the earth for his possession. All 
men therefore become responsthble to him. Which 
could not be the case, if they were not his legal sub- 
jects ; for no king has a right to judge any subjects but 
his own. But some may ask, “ If Christ has in reality 
laid down his life'a ransom for all men, and by the 
grace of God tasted death for every man and in con- 
sequence thereof, God has given him the heathen for 
his inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession. Will he not finally save’ all men ;” 
Ans. The foundation is big enovgh for all, and there is 
grace enough in Christ to save all ; and he offers his 
grace, freely to all; and will finally s save all who be- 
come his willing subjects ; believe in hum, and obey 
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his gospel commands. But he will judge every mag 
at the last day according to their works, and render to 
every man accordang to their deeds. “ ‘To them who, 
by patient continuance in well doing, seek for glory, 
and honour, and immortality, eternal life : but unto 
them that are contentious, er i not obey the truth, but 
ebey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath ; tribula- 
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil ; of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile. But, 
glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh 
Bood ; tothe Jew first, and also to the Gentile : “ For 
there is no respect of persons with God.” See Rom. 
#. Trom the 7th to the 11th verse. Hence, we see that 
notwithstanding Christ has redeemed us-from the curse 

of the law, being made a curse for us ; and has redeem- 
ed us by price. We must also be redeemed by power. 
For no man can be saved in his sins. And except a 
man be born of the water and of the spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

4. A water Baptism. Water baptism. is a gospel or- 
dance ; it was instituted by Jchovah himself, at the 
very commencement of the gospel dispensation. John 
the baptist (who was the harbinger of Christ, and wes 
sent to prepare the way before him. ‘To give knowl- 
edge of salvation unto his people, by the remission of 
their sins) was its first administrator. He began his 
ministry in the wilderness of Judea, “ Saying, repent 

e: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. ‘And al- 
tho,’ Christ was not ycetrevealed to the people ; John 
announced to them that he was then personally among 
them. “ There standeth one among you whom ye 
know not. He it is who coming after me, is preferred 
before me, for he was before me.” ‘This is said to be, 
“ The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God.” Marki. 1. and 4. “ John did baptize i in the 
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.” The original design of. the ors 
tiance, was no doubt. 
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{. To signifying, and shew forth, by an outward wash- 


ing ; that those who were admitted to it, had experien- 
|} ced the remission of their sins, by pay 3 repentance, 


ie ie 


Bupa. 


and faith in a promised Saviour, whom John announ- 
ced then to be among them; and ready to be revealed. 
He therefore admitted none to his baptism; but such 
as brought forth fruits meet for repentance. Thereby 
signifying that he was sent only to make ready and 
prepare a bride for his heavenly master, and that none 
would be admitted an accession to the glorious bride- 
groom ; but such as -were true penitents, and were 


’ willing to forsake all for him. 


2. It was designed as a medium of introduction, by 


' which Christ might be made manifest to Israel, or be 
introduced to his people. See John i. 31. “ And I 


© knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Is- 
_ rael, therefore am I come baptizing with water,” This 
_ manifestation took place at the time of his baptism, for 


he submitted to his own ordinance; leaving an exam- 
ple for all his believing followers. And when he was 
baptized, he came up straight way out of the water, 
and, lo, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Ghost 
descended in bodily shape hke a dove and lit upon 


_ him, and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “ ‘This is my 


_ beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This single 
| circumstance, is enough to substantiate the idea, that 


| water baptism was a divine institution. The Father, 


| Son, and Holy Ghost, all honoured and sanctioned the 


ordinance. But, if further proof were necessary, we 
have sufficient witness from the conduct of our Say- 
iour afterwards ; for he proceeded in the same mode 
of Church building himself. ‘Though it is said, “ Jesus 
himself baptized not ; but his disciples. It is evident 
and plain, that they did in his presence, and that he 
approved of it. 

Which he would not have done if he had not com- 
manded it. See John ui, 22. “ After these things 
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came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judea; 


Te i ah ain sees <n ES pa ae 


and there he tarried with them and baptized.”  v. 3, mt 
“ And John was also baptizing in non near to Salim, FF 
because there was much water there ; and they came FR ,,, 
and were baptized.” And they came to John, and FF). 
said, Rabbi he that was with n he beyond Jordan to x 
whom thou bearest w itness, behold, the same baptizeth, FF .. 


and all men come to him. 

I suppose they thought this would hurt John’s feel- 
ings to have Christ out do in baptizing ; and to have 
all the people flocking after him. But John rejoiced 
in it; and said, ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said I am not the Christ, but am sent before him. He 
that hath the bride, is the bridegroom : but the friend 
f the bridegroom which standeth and heareth him, re- 
joiceth greatly, because of the bridegroom’s voice : this 
my joy, therefore, is fulfilled. He must increase, but 
{ must decrease. John was willing to have all his dis- 
ciples go after Christ, and even pointed them to him 

saying behold, the Lamb of God. There was nothing, 
that could have given him such pleasure, as to see the 
bride and Glorious bridegroom together. Some think 
the words of John. “ He must increase, but I. must 
decrease.” Meant that water baptism must decrease, 
but that could not be the meaning because water bap- 
tism increased under the ministry of Christ and the A- 
postles ; rather than decreased ; for Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John ; ; Though Jesus 
himself baptized not, but his disciples. Again it is ev- 
ident, that Jesus C hrist approved of water baptism, and 
intended that it should be retained as an ordinance in 
the gospel Church by the words of the commission 
which he gave to his Apostles after his resurrection from 
the dead. Mat. xxii. 19. “Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all pagons, baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching 
them toobserve all things whatsoever I have com 
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mi panded you ; and, lo, fam with you al vay even unto 
se end oi “the world.” Some have doubted v ther the 
ap tizing mentioned in these words, has any retlerence 
water baptism ; because the water is not particular- 
y named in the subject yet it is clearly implied. And 
t is evident that Peter understood it so by his conduct 
ifigrwards ; for on the day of Pentecost, while he was 
ee aaa under the opperation and influence of the 
aptism of the Holy Ghost and fire; when the people 
re pricked in their hearts, and cricd, “ Men and 
rethren what shall we do? Then Peter said unto 
n, repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
zme of Jesus Christ for the re mission of sins, and ye 
n - recely e the gift of the Holy Ghost, &c. “ Then 
that gladly received his me were baptized: and 
same day were added unto them about three thou- 
nd souls.” Weshould doubtless meet with the same 
jection here as in the former passage, as the water 
t particularly named ; though it is very clearly 
plied. But if we follow him to the house ‘of Corne- 
is, there we shall find a possitive proof that he made 
>of water. Whenthe Holy Ghost fell on his hear- 
he said, * Can any man forbid water, that these 
uld not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
host as well as we ?” So Philip when being — the 
‘divine influence, and told by the angel t £0 to- 
Ww we ihe south ; and bid by the spirit to join himself 
ne chariot of the ethiopian Eunoch, administ 
same ordinance to him. when the Eunoch m elies 
but as none will de ny that water baptism was 
ed by Christ and the Apostles. [shall clos 
sent remarks after shewing who are the scri 
jects and what is the scriptural mode of it 
‘Lhe scriptural subjects are tru 
party believers ; such as have 
tism by the spirit, or in other ' 
perienced the washing of 
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newing of the Holy Ghost. Where ever the subjects 
of baptism are discribed in the scr iptures, this is th Ler 
character. Peter says of baptism, itis the answer of 
a good conscience, See 1. Pet. iii. 21. “% The like hgure 
where unto even baptism doth also now save us 
(not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God) by the resur- 
rection of Jesus oye Hence, it is plain, that none 
are the subjects of it, but such as have a good con- 
science, and none aie a good conscience but such : 
have them made good | by having them purged from ad ( 
works to serve the living and true God. John admit 
ted none to his baptism, ‘but true o— ents. And when 
he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
his baptism, he said untothem, O veneration of Vipers! 
Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bring forth fruits meet for repentance. And think not 
to say within yourselves we have Abraham to our fa- 
ther ; for God is able of these stones to raise up child- 
ren unto Abraham. It is also worthy of remark, that 
a Mat. xxvil. 19. Commanding his disciples to 
teach before they baptized. Saint Mark recorded the 
same commission in the following words “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; and 
he that believeth not shall he damned.” Mark xvi. 15. 
16. Here he puts believing before baptizing. F hilip 
the evangelist proceeded exactly according to this rule. 
fie went down to the city of Samaria and pr eached 
Christ unto them ; and “* When they believed Philip, 
pre aching the things concerning the mys om of God, 
and the name of Jesus C brist. they were baptized L oth 


men and women.” And when the Eunoch enquired of 


him, saying, see, here is 7 what doth hincer me to 
be } aptized 2 Philip said, “ If thou believest — all 
thine heart thou mayest.” Acts vill. 12, and 37. ‘Lhe 

answer of Philip, clearly i implies, that an unbeliever has 
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ighi to baptism. Again, when Peter preache d oan 


the day of Pentecost. “ They that oladly received his 


ate were baptized.” which plainly shews that they 

ere believers. For they gladly received his word ; 
and to receive, 18 to believe ; the terms are syrnonymiou 
So when he was at the house of Cornelius and the 
Holy Ghost fell on his hearers, he said, * Can any 
man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, 
which, have tee the Holy Ghost as well as we? 
Some think, that if a person has received the Holy 
Ghost, or is banti zed | DY the spirit, that he aught not tc 
be baptized with water : but let it be re marked, thai 
the same argument, which they bring against water 
baptism ; the Apostle Peter br ought for it. 

The reason is obvious, for ifas the same Apostle sa ys 
baptism is the answer of a good conscience toward 
God.” The outward aught to be just hke the inward. 
Andifthe person has received the Holy Spirit, to the 
washing, sonctifying, and justifying of the soul, then to 
be answerable thereto, in obedience, and by way of 
acknowledgement to God, in the presence of our fel- 
iow mortals, the body of the same person aught to be 
baptized in water. This idea, seems to accord weil. 
with Paul’s words. Heb. x. 22. “ Let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bo- 
dies washed with pure water.” But some will ask ii 
this was the understanding of the oe Why did 
Paul in his epistle to the Eph. speak of baptism in the 
singular. “ One baptism 2” | know no better way to 
convey my thoughts, in answer to this query ; than to 
do it ina ficure for instanee, when a deed is given ot 
any property, it is a deed, w hether it be acknowle ge d, 
or not, by the grantee ; and will hold the property. 
Yet to make it every way lawful, it aught; surely to be 
acknowledged before a legal M agistate ; and w hen it is 
ac know ledge d aceording to law, it makes no more thar 
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one deed of it. However, in case the grantee fails oj 
acknowledgement ; the decd must be sanctioned by 
proper authority. [have no doubt, but there are thou. 
sands, who have ¢ experienced a oe of regenera. 
tion and have died before they had an opportunity of 
being baptized with water, that have made a_ hi »ppy 
change. And perhaps, thous nds of others, who have 
neglected it, for want of a right understa: ding of the 
subject ; whose baptism w 7m “a sanctioned by the Court 
oiheaven. Yet, [ think, ifthe duty is made plain to 
us, and we have the priviledge of doing it, we aught 
not to neglect it. But some will ask, “* What good will 
it do me ?” And sothey might as weil ask, “ what good 


it will do me to visit the widows and the fatherless in 


their affliction ?” Or to do any thing else » which Christ 
commands. We aught in the domg of every duty to 
aim at Gods Giory and not at our good. Sinies ever, we 
shall find great good, in doing tt, if we do it in answer 
of a good conscience. “ In doing the commandments, 


there is an ex ceeding great rew ard ? Not for doing: 


_ a y) 
| . . 


k _ in doing. 
. The Move. Nothing js more obvious or plain, 
an that the apostolical mode of baptism was iammer- 
sion. ‘This will appear both from the original mean- 
ing of the word, and the divine records ; as well as 
from ecclesiastical history, and the comments of the 
most learned and approved divines. But as the limits 
of this work, will not admit of enlargement; a few 
extracts from the New-Testament, must suffice 
The baptism of our Saviour, makes it evident ; 
that he went down into the water. For St. Matthew, 
says, “And Jesus when he was baptized went up 
traightway out of the water.” Which he could not 
\ ve done, if he had not first gone down into it. 
The record of St. Luke concerning the "baptism 
of tos Eunoch proves, that both the administrator and 
the candidate, went down into the water ; and came up 
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gut of the water. See Acts vil. 38, and 39. And they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the 
Eunoch, and he.baptized him; and when they were 
come up out of the water, the spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, that the Eunoth saw him no more; and 
he went on his way rejoicing. 

The testimony of St. Paul, makes it fully evident 
tha a ‘they practiced burying the candidates in buplism. 
Rom. vi. 3, and 4. “ Know ye not, that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into 
his death ? Therefore, are we buried with him by bap- 
‘ism into death ; that like as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the father, we also should walk 
in newness of life.” He also mentions the same thing, 
Col. ii. 12. “ Buried with him by baptism.” ‘Those 
who believed in the death burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ ; and in the death burial and resurrection 
of the body, manifested and professed their faith, by 
submitting to water baptism, being visibly buried with 
him thereby. 
(To be Continued.) 
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Account of Ministers, Churches and numbers returned 
since 1 wy last. 
FARMINGTON, Q. M. (Me.) 
Ordained Min. Res. — Churches. No. Mem. 


Timothy Johnson 

foals Pratt, t Farmington, I unk. 
Ebenezer Scales, ; 
Eben. Brown, Wilton, 2 oe bo. 
* John Foster, 2d. 
William Paine, 

Edward aan Anson, I 40 
Sam’l Robbins, Belgrade. 1 51 
Ward Lock, Chesterville, 1 pet EQ 


* Elder Foster lives in Jay. 
B2 
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Ordained Min. Res. Churches. No. Mem, 
John 'Trefethern, Cornville, 1 8 
Asa Burnham, , 
Nath’! Harvey, ¢ Adkinson, 1 35 
Corena, | 13 
Sam’] Hutchings, New-Portland, 1 81 
Daniel Young, Storks, 2 “4 a 
Jesse Burnham, Boardedy, 1 33 
Jeseph Osgood, Exeter, 1 unk 
Josiah Bartlett, Garland, 
Gillman Pond, 1 7 
Kingsfield, 1 20 
Thomas Dudley, wee ‘ Ist. unk. 
Isaac Porter, erro Tee 2d. 15 
Molta, 1 unk. 
East Pond, i 
North Hill, 1 20 
Phillips, 1 19 
Temple, } 30 
Vienna, 1 50 
Jesse Briggs, Hallowell, 








Ordained Min. 20 Churches. 23 Total ret’d 609 


Notre. Besides those ordained ministers above nam- 
ed ; — are five unordained preachers, belonging 1 In 
the above Q. M. namely. Benjamin Tuffis, residing in 
Phillips. Hobart Chandler, residing in Wilton or Jay. 
Noah Greely, residing in Mt. Vernon, also a_ brother 
Butler, and a brother Johnson, probably residing in 
Molta. Who are endeavouring to sound salvation to 
their fallen brethren and sisters in Adam, and we trust 
e useful in the glorious cause 
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A number of the above named churches have been 
recently planted, and though small and young are har- 
moniously united in the cause of Christ and are gradu- 
ally increasing in number and growing in grace. Oth- 

ers, which have been longer imbodied, and have pas- 
sed scenes of trials, and fights’ of afflictions ; and some 
that have been almost demolished ; have been enabled 
to build the ruined walls, and to set up the gates, and 
to lay the foundation of the Lord’s house anew. Bet- 
GRADE, has witnessed. a very glorious: revival in the 
course of the last year. ‘The sighs of mourning sin- 

ners and the songs of new born heirs of glory have 
been echoing and reverberating in the different sections 
of the town. A goodly number have experienced a 
hopeful change ; and have presented their bodics as a 
living sacrifice to God ; and the prospect is: yet en- 
courageing. The church in Srarxs has been left in a 
very disconsolate state for several years; both her 
Elders, James: Elliot and Nathaniet Elliot, were taken: . 
away by death several years ago.. And the church 
has been left to mourn their absence and loss of their 
usefulness. And have past many sorrowful and  soli- 
tary days. But glory to God in the highest! He has 
seen the affliction of his people im Starks ; and’ hae 
sent his faithful labourers among them.. And has con- 
descended to-bless their labours ; and has comforted his 
people, by granting another wonderful revival in that 
town. | anm authorized by the last account from that 
region to state, that. a considerable number have al- 
ready hopefully experienced the remission of their 
sins, and others.are penitently seeking fora pardon. 
While we witness such glorious displays of Emmanucl’s 
power, it inspires with the most lively hope, that the 
Lord will soon comfort all the waste places of Zion and 
make her wilderness like Eden, andthe desert as the 
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garden of God. Several other places in bounds of the 
F armington Q. M. have been recently favoured with 

gracious showers of blessings, and we are ready to 
think, that the set time to favour Zion is come. Elder 
Foster, and Elder Scales, and a number of other El. 
ders, seem to be married to the cause. Infirmities, 
and the increase of hoary hairs, do but heighten their 
zeal for God. ‘The churches are striving to get into 
gospel order, and are coming up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty ; and we hope we shall soon 
hear of a glorious in-gathering of souls. 


a eo 
A GENEROUS PRESENT. 
Eider Edward Lock, who resides at Belgrade, (Me.} 


and was once an active; and very useful “wiember in 

this connexion; and assisted in laying the foundation 
of the first church : but for several years past has not 
been considered anactive member among us. Being 
somewhat advanced in life, and having been. bless’ d 
with a large portion of worldly property, has lately 
thought it ” prudent, to settle his business and to make a 
division of his property among his heirs. And among 
other rich donations, (we have learned and have rea- 
son to believe, that out of real love to the cause which 
he once espoused ; and with a design for its everlast- 
ing promotion.) He has given (out right) an excellent 
farm in the town of Jay: to be equally divided, be- 
tween Elder John Foster, Elder Ebenezer Scales, and 
Elder Ward Lock. Which farm I understand has been 
appraised at $750. Elder Foster now lives on the 
premises, and finds ita comfortable habitation for his 
family ; and a quiet resting place for his weary body, 
when he returns from visiting the churches, and sound- 
ing salvation to his perishing ‘fellow mortals, 
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Fee we I have no doubt but there are several such 
ich blessings, now pre paring in the connexion, and 
designed for the assistance of the poor preachers, who 
have left all for Christ, and are preaching his gospel 
fully to the people. But what A ear 1 encourage them 
the most; is the crown of eternal life which awaits all 


fad 


those who are faithful unto death. 
Ne 


=) 


-— 


he account of ihe Churches in the Montville Q. M. at 
present stands as follows. 

Ordained Min. Res. Churches. No. Mem. 
Moses McF arland, Montville 9 1st. 37 
Joseph Gowin, _——s 2d. 85 
Joseph Higgins, 

Samuel Whitney, Thorndike, 1 6Q 
* Josiah Farwell, 








7 Dixmont & : 
Ebenezer Tasker, 1 unK. 
Newburgh, 

Frank fort, ] 
- Anthony, Prospect, 1 
Ist. 
Monroe 2 
- Qd. 22 
Wenthrop Frost, Swanville, 1 30 
Knox, 1 5) 
Total returned. 8 10 325 


Brig ‘There is one unordained preacher belong- 
z to the above named Q. M. by the name of Samuel! 
ten, who resides in Montville, or adjacent. 


s5° 
aw 


* Elder Josiah Farwell, though a member of the church in 
Thorndike, has for several vears past, given himself up wholly 
to the work of the ministry ; and has been constantly traveling 
from church to church, to assist them in their order, and la- 
bours, and from place to place, to woo a bride for his master. 
His labours have been greatly bless’d, and we hope that he will 
not be weary in welldoing, fer in due time he’ll certainly reap 

if he faints aot 
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An account of the Ordained Ministers in Edge comb O. M, 
and places of ther rESIUeNCEs 


Ordained Min. Res. Ordained Min. Res. 
Benj’n Thorn, Lewiston, George Lamb, __ Brunswick, 
Christo’r Pray, Durham, Sam’! Hinkiy, P. Island, 
T. Cunningham, Edgcomb, Wm.Emerson, Boothbay, 


John Lamb, call 
T. McKenney, § Linconville, 





Bridges, tlesboro’, 


B. Hedge, Wiscasset, H. Puriinton, Bowdoin, 
Jona. Brown, Bowdoinham, Nath’! Purrinton, do. 
Jos. Robinson, do. Henry Meder, Bowdoin’m 
Daniel Hebbard, Edgcomb, Total 16 


Se eo 
YEARLY MEETINGS LATELY HOLDEN. 


1. The Elders and brethren assembled at Edgcomb 
(Me.) on the first day a Sep tember last. And after 
solemn suppaic ation to God for wisdom ; They attend- 
ed to a representation of the several ¢ Qua rterly Meet- 
ings, which was very refreshing. 1 here were ac- 
count of revivais in a number of Churches, in each Q. 
M. of steadfastness in others ; and an appearance of a 
general rise. On the second day of the meeting, which 
was sabbath. Three public meetings were “holden. 
(ie.) one at Edgcomb M. H. One at Squam Island, and 
one at Woolwich. The congregations were very large 
and attentive. The gospel was preached in demon- 
stration of the spirit and with power. am. trembled 
and saints rejoiced. On Monday 3d of September, the 
Elders attended to the ordination of Barnabas Hedge 
of Wiscasset. And ordained him to the pastoral care 
of the church inthat town, Thescene was solemn and 


refreshing, and we hope good was done in the name of 


Jesus. 
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YEARLY MEETING, STRAFFORD V1. 


Assembled on the 6th of October last, at the meeting- 
| House in Strafford. A large number of Elders and 
brethren from different parts, opened | by solemn pray- 
er, Aud after usual organization for business. ‘Lhey 
received refreshing accounts from the different parts of 
Vermont, New-York, and Ohio, as well as from the 
more easterly parts of the connexion. Elder Wood- 
man Ww ho was present at the meeting , informed me, 
“a tthe Elders brought reports of reformations and re- 
VIVE om in diflerent parts of Vermont. Two churches 
lately embodied, one in the town of Jerico Vt. consist- 
ing of 22 members. The otherin Hanover N. H. con- 
taining 15 members. The former, belonging to the 


Huntington Q. M. and the later to the Straflord, do. 


And that a very powerful reformation was then going 


on, and spreading in the towns of Jerico and Underhill. 


A particular account was also read, stating thata new 
ye: arly meeting is i. i established in the State of New- 
Yor k, consisting of a large number of churches and 
ministers in all. sweated gto between eight and nine 
hundred brethren and sisters. The meeting is Denom- 
inated THe Horanp Purcuase Yearuy Meerine. 

op ney also received a very interesting account (by 

Ider John Blodget, and a brother Ayer,) from the 
= teof Ohio. ‘That many souls in that State are re- 


joicing in God; and sinners seeking for salvation, And 


above ¢ ill, that Elder Steadman, who for a long time 
has been fallen from his steadfastness ; has returned to 
his brethren in a humble manner, and is now restored 
to full fellowship, and that he is solemnly cngeged in 
preaching the gospel and we humbly Lope that he will 
learn obedience by the thi ings he has suffered and that 
God will enable him to rec ecm the time. ‘Lhe mect- 
ings of worship on the Sal bath were very solemn; 
the sermons and a were very lustructing and 
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quickening, and the prayers which were offered up te 
God were eilectual and fervent. Brother Woodman 
states, that a most beautiful harmony pervaded the 
whole meeting from beginning to end. He thinks he 
never enjoy ed a more agreeable interview. It was 
my intention to have witnessed the same. And I made 
my calculations to have been there; but being under 
the double press of family and bodily affliction, my cir. 
cumstances would not admit of it. But! can say, “ As 
cold waters to athirsty soul; so is good news froma 
far country.” 


3. GORHAM YEARLY MEETING. 


The Gorham yearly meeting convened at Buxton, 
(Me.) on the first Saturday and Sabbath inthe present 
month. About 20 ordained ministers, old and young, 

and number of unordained preachers, and a very large 
company of brethren and sisters from different, and 
some from distant parts, collected on a first day of 
the meeting. The scene was agreeable, but very sol- 
emn. While J sat and saw them gathered, and gather- 
ingin; and taking their places in the house; it re- 
minded me of that glorious day, when all the true min- 
isters of Christ ; and all the saints, will get to their 
long and eternal home. And take their several places 
in that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. Isat and reflected on the long chain of 
scenes which have transpired, since the time the morn- 
ing Stars sang together ; and all the sons of God shout- 
ed v. joy! I considered, how many patriachs, proph- 
ets, Apostles, and faithful ministers of Christ, had worn 
out, and laid down their lives in the cause of re: 
ligion ; And how they with their humble flocks, had 
passed out of this militant state to the world of glory. 
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snd while I saw the places of a number of our faithful 
bninisters already vacated by death. I thought how 
poo all our pre esent ministers. would be c: alled to g Ave 
Hen account of their stewards hips, with their Bae oi & 
ae them. 
The meeting opened by solemn supplication {9 God, 


Bor wisdom to direct in the business of the day. We 


ee 


Mhen organized, prayed, called for & heard reports fron 
sdiferent parts ot ourcommunity. Some reports were 


writen ; butthe most part were verbal. And were 
ic nerally given in by the public preac hers: which af- 
jorded us ain opport runity not only of hearing of the 
wonderful displa Lys of gospel graces in the conversion 
of sinners ; but, also, of estan the improvement of 
e sever: J gifts of our ministering brethren; all of 


which, was for the mutual consolation of our souls, and 


for the improvement of our joys. Every one spoke of 
the glory of Corie ; and of the excellency of his reli- 
gion, and of his grea .t condescenti on in the salvation of 
nful men. The attending saints were many of them 
ba thed in tears of joy, while they heard of the reforma- 
tions, and revivals of religion, and the glorious advance- 
ment of Emmanuel’s Kingdom in the different parts of 
this state ; and in New-Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode- 
Island, New-York, Connecticut, and Ohio. It seemed 
‘o me, as if the kingdom of heaven was very nea 
* While such a scene of sacred joys, 
Our raptur’d eyes a ind souls employ IS 3 
Here we could sit and gaze away, 
A long, an everlasting day.” Watts. 
After a short intermission, we sat for worship. And 
aiter prayer, anda number of weighty exhortations, 
heard a powerful and well adap ted discourse, celiver- 
ed by Elder Jonathan Woodman, from Rev. xxil. 17. 
* And the spirit and the | ride say. come. And let | 
that heareth, sey come. And let him that is athirst 


eome. And whosoever v Ih. let himtake the water of 
§ 
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hfe freely.” Sabbath da 1y morning, the weather hej 
€ xtraordin: iry ple: isant for the season, t} eC | eople hack 
ed from ali directions to hear the word. ae 
more than the house could contain. Seats were 
pared on the backside of the house, and the pulpi it 
dow taken out, and when the pe ople were comforta! 
seated, and there was a ‘ty silence, a very leng 
disc 9% was delivered by Elder J. Dail from li 
xi. 1. “ Wherefore, secing we a ilso are compassed 
ech with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
every we icht, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
and let us run with patience the race that is set bef 
a 
Another appropriate discourse, was " “ ered in 
afternoon by Elder Ward Lock : and ; applica 
by Elder Henry Hobbs. from Num. the, 34 He 
| shall come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall ris 
( out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moal>, 
destroy all the children of Sheth.” ‘This was follov 
by many weighty remarks, and powerful exhortati 
and admonitions. All of which were attended to wi 
candour and great tenderness. And we have rea: 
to hope that a lasting blessing was left in the town 
Buxton. 


’ 


y 
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i 
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ELDERS YEARLY CONFERENCE. 


On Monday proceeding the yearly mecting, the E 
ders assembled for conferénce, at the house of De 
con Williem Leavitt, in Buxton (Me.) ‘The scene wa: 
truly instructing. Love and i larmony prevailed 5; a 
a number of things took place in our meeting, whic: 


rendered it very a creeakle. ye ng other pleasing ¢ 
currences, Which tock place ; we had the happiness 


1 
hear three ing eaCchers clate their expertence ¢ 
; { i urec \ Vung? pl acnect; , PCA ici ( x] | nceé 
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a S af cere Leet sill 
aisobedience. And of course a subject of rew: 


Wa AS 


punishments according as ne obeyed, or disobeyed iGo 
ned } if i > CAO Nh th Y ory . ] WNoN whi: hk | 
A ity ict. I Call s€e No Other ZSPOUNG UPON WHICH | 
! 
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pose, that Ged could be the authorof sin, or that his 


holiness should decree it, or, in his holy council foreor- 
dain that it should absolutely come to pass. 

3. Now if we admit that sinis contrary to holiness, 
and that Adam heing made a moral agent in the image 
of God, did of his own choite sin against God: then we 

aust acknowledge, that one moral agent did choese that 
which was contrary to his nature and that which in his 
holy capacity, it must have been as impossib le for him 


ai 


to love. as it 1s for the most abandoned sinner, to love 
and detigzht in the perfections of God. 


4. Allallow that the fall of Adam did not consist in 


a loss of ~ mori il powers, but that he retained the sam: 
intellects, after his transgression, that he did before, on- 
ly by sin became depraved or by yielding to the temp- 
tation of satan partook of a carnal mind which was en- 
mity with God. And so lost communion with his ma- 
ker, and plunged himself in a labrinth of woe and mise- 
ry. 

5. All Christians allow that God did not leave men 
to perish in this deplorable condition without a reme- 
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dy : bat, that his benevolence, and beneticence. was 
sich. that he even spared not his own Son, but ireely 
ive Lim up for us all, to suffer the just for the unjust, 
hat he might bring us to God. And all hold, that he has 
abolished death ; and brought Jite and immortality to 
izht in the g% ospel. So that the ruins of the first Adam 
e restored in the second—And we are again thereby 
reudered responsible to him. Now, ifa hely Adam, be- 
ing a moral agent, being tempted l by satan, could choose 
sin, C ontrary 10 his holy nature, why may not any one 
of hs posterity, being possessed of the same moral pow- 

-choose holiness. contrary to their sinful nature, 
hen grace is offered them, by the glorious gospel of 
Christ ? And so partake of a s piritual mind, by belie 
ing in Christ ; as Adam partook ofa carnal mind, by 
believing In the serpent. Adam was cast out of para- 
lise, By believing the serpent, and disbelieving God. 
And his } posterit y are brought into the church of the 
first horn by believing gin Christ and disbelieving the 
Devil. Ac lam acted from a hope of being more wise. 
He knew nothing of the bitter effects. of sin, until he 
made the experiment by partaking of the forbidden 
fruit. So we know nothing of the sweets of redeeming 
love, until we make the experiment by believing the 
gospel and partaking of the bread of life. 

When Adam had eaten of the forbidden fruit, his 
eyes were ope dd. He then pe to see and feel 
the bitter efiects of sin. So we by hearing the charm- 
ing sound of the gospel, are inspired with a hope of be- 
ing made holy, and everlastingly happy ; and feeling 
the bitter effects of sin, we act from that hope ; but our 
eyes are never opened to seethe beauties of Christ, 
and the exe lence es of religion, until by faith we lay 
hold on Christ; and partake of the divine nature. 
Hence we see t} 


a | 


= 


en 


fae propr lety of the saying ot the pious 
Psalmist. “Otaste andsee that the Lord is good ; 

* 4 } . . « . } ait Lf. — 
slessed is the man that trusteth in him.” If therefore 
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4 k, . Ss . . . * ad 
Adam being a moral agent being inspired with a fal 


vu 
hope by a mere infatuation of the Devil, could choose Yc 
y 


to sin, which was contrary to his holy nature : muc 
more, may those of his posterity, who feel the awful 
consequence of sin, being inspired with a true hope, by 
the repeated calis of God, and the glorious pron 

acs of the gospe 1: Tay hold of the hope set before them, 


and partake of the grace of God, contrary to their sin. 
ful nature. 


h 


ee ee 
IAS 78 


JAln address to the Ordained Ministers and licenced preach 
ers ; and other Church Officers. 


Beloved brethren. Notwithstanding I have been 2 
long time in the public ministry, and have passed 
through so many scenes of trials, and fights of affliction. 
And have of ‘late experienced some of the most 
try ing scenes I ever passe d through ; by reason of bodi- 
iy infir mity, and of death, and sickness in my family. 
Yct I feel more and m orema rried to the cause of God; 
and determined to spend and be spent therein. The 
gencral, present pros pect, is very encouragéing, and I 
a rtain the most sanguine hope, of seeing a “general 

it pouring of the spirit, and ingathering of souls. | 
view the fields white already to harvest ; and I see and 
feel, an import tant necessity of a general engagedness 
of all the labourers in the glorious work. | hope my 
brethren, we shall let no concerns of a wor Idly nature, 
which can be dispensed with, hinder us from our gos- 
pel labours, or from paying that attention tothe order 
of the churches, which ts indispensibly necessary for 
the promotion of the general cause. ‘The Lord is evi. 
dently on our side. And notwithstanding a number of 
our gospel heroes; have left the mortal scene, and are 
removed from us by death. And some others who 
have faught well for a while: have deserted us in poin‘ 
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af principle and have hid behind the stump of fatalism. 
Yet, the battle is evidently going in Zions favour. And 
we have every thing to encourage us to fight on, under 
the banner of King Jesus. Stand fast therefore, my 

rethren in the liberty where with Christ has made you 
free, and rally round the standard of the glorious re- 
docibue. J remain your brother in tribulation, and ser- 
vant in the gospel of Christ. 


JOHN BUZZELL, 
Notr. Please to read the 33d chap. of Ezekiel, 


Sests com 
————ee 7 wR 


THE USE OF RUM AT FUNERALS, 


Many serious and well disposed persons, and evén 
men of talents and emminent for piety a! morality, 
have long doubted the expediency and consistency of 
giving rum or other spirituous liquors at funerals. 

It is thought, that, notwithstanding, a moderate use 
of f spirit may be some times neces sary in taking care of 

he dead. Yetit is thought, that the common practice 
of giving rum after returning from the grave, is not only 
ine -xpedient, but inconsistent with the solemnity of the 
occasion. And is often attended with bad cor nsequen- 
ces. As it not only tends to raise and excite the ani- 

mal passions and to bring on a stupor upon the ration- 
al powers, Which always produces a forgetfulness of 
God, and of our duty to him : but also drowns the true 
spirit of mourning, ‘and causes the unfortunate, to forget 
the go - advice they have received from their depart- 
ed friends, and to drive off the thoughts of death, judge- 
ment, and eternity ; - and of the necessity ofour being 
preparec d to follow them. Again, it is nota very uncom- 
mon thing, where this practice is followed, to see two 
or three decanters of rum, with water and sugar, set on 








2 
at 
eeo_e"™ / 





176 RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 


he table, and the people invited to help themselves 
or those Vi ho are a little given LO appetite to he ip the 17) 
sclves very liberally, an d Iam certa in, that there is 
nothing that appears more anes to the moral, 
more disgustful to the pious, than to see persons rctir- 
ing from the grave, and house of mourning, disguised 
with liquor. Another bad — nce of this practice, 
is, the poor, always | Ahink that they are not only aut} lor. 
ized; but obligated to fallow the exam nits of the ric 
And when th y see the rch so generously treating, af 
ter returning from the house appointed for all the living, 
they think they must doso too, and often get in 
debt and sometimes have to be sued for the rum, that 
th ey give aw: ay at funerais. ‘This is a malady, which 
has been gradually brought on, by custom, and it has 
become almost epidemic : but I presume it may he 
@ired, by the powerful opperations of example ; if tak- 
en in proper season. Therefore, in order for a_radica! 
cure, my first prese ription 1S, for the pious and moral 
of all societies who are in affluent circumstances. to con- 
sider the pernicious consequences, of this prevailing 
evil. And immediately, without regard to custom, 
hearken to the voice of that grace, whice teacheth us, 
to deny all ungodliness and every worldly lust. And 
to live soberly, righteously, and godly, i in this present 
world. And each one for himself, , come right out from 
the practice. The root of the disorder will then 
be broken up. And the cause being removed, the ef- 
fects willrecede. “ Woto him that followeth the mul- 
titude to do evil.” 
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LOVE IN GOD. 


aaa: as PY a ' rr . <7.) ~ ~ a tue n 
Love in the saints is a noble grace, but superlative 


1 : ~ < a? i . a ~ : | 
y f!orious in God. Onit ancels look. admire: and 
ere look and adore. Every thing in God has the 
i] . ° 7 
sty of a God. Hence his mercy is in the hs 
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ble doom of an unbelieving 
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. iallundergo no change. Here, 
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itsnaines as the morn ing Star, nNrougn che SLattercu 
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* rom eve “lis fing to everlas bno” is the epith t of love. 
love without begining and without end, gives a_ bliss 
without limits and bounds. This amazing love of God 
produces a sweet similitude in the love of his saints: 


. ! al Ree Ome aie ‘ 7 
that, as the one mecmage swith the existence of God. 

. : ‘ Ll. 4} . . ron 
from everlasting to everlasting. the other measures with 


the existence of the new creaiure, from the hours of 
conversion to all ente rniiy. Their rifts shall end, their 
graces change, faith be turned into vision, hope into 
fruition: but love shall neither end nor cl i! 
shall heighten an d brighten in the altitude of glory, 
whe n the d Gl ‘op is lost in the ocean, whe n the soul af- 
vives at its centre, and rests, with ineflable complacen- 
cy, and unknown delight in God. 

Again. O how free is this love of God! nothing mov- 
wg him ta levee When we love, # is for something we 





































P) 
' 
: 
f 
i 
; 
if 
| 
. 
t 
: 
' 
4 
. 


178 RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 


77 7 Y le 
lent and azrceible to us; but he loves the 
, 1? , ane : +4 . } ‘\e “y “| c ” 
d when weltering in its blood, and, as a pro 


Macca Cill $ I . 
‘of non-such love, dresses, salts, swaddles, clothes it. and 
makes it comely through his comeliness being put up- 
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Ag MIN, his | ve iS a full love. The oceans e} b and 
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mong f:'len men below.—Though there be repeated 

} . 

manifestations of love to his hidden ones, and thousands 

of his favourites feast on this heaveniv food. while trev- 
i 


elling through the howling wildern less 5 yea, throus 
the egress of love, through the unn um: bered oa of c- 
ternity, shall be continued to the glorified throng, still 


its ardour and exuberance wul be evermore 7 same. 
The ocean Il not be one drop less for all the water- 
ines of the fields of bliss. After the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, through a duration in tternity beyond conception, 
and above the reach of thought. has illuminated the 
spacious continent of clory with his beams, not one ray, 
not one trradiation; shall be in the least dimimished. 
Again, his love is efficient, active, and an operative 
love. I may love a fellow creature, or an absent friend, 
and yet avail them nothing, nor they so much es |now 
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it: but the love of God, lke the light. reveals itself 


wherever itis. Love draws, and we run; his love con- 
strains, compels our love! fora pardoned sinner can- 
not choose but love. Wherever the heavenly spark 
falls, it sets the soul in a flame. 

Again, the love of God is a fixed and unchangeable 
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love; and the more the soul isin sorrow or distress, 


ihe more free and full are the cemmunications of di 
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4 give us the slip; but in the most calamitous circum- 








stances, sacred love performs the part of two loves, and 
sticketh closer than a brother. Mortals’ love, (alas! 
how many can attest the truth of this!) may to-day 
pear ardent, steadfast, and sincere, but to-morrow be 
entirely cooled ; yea, converted into sl: inder, hatred, 
and revenge. Bat let all the sons of God know, that 
divine love shall be to them what the holy waters were 
to the prophet, ever on the increase, tll it be an ocean 
io swim in for ever. Against fears on every side this 
is comfort. that God will rest in his love. 

Divine love is also a beneficient love. Jonathan 
loved David exceedingly, but could not do much for 
— nor save him from being expelled his native coun- 

- but the 0 of God is fruitful of every blessing ; 
is the tree that bears all kinds of fruits that nourish the 
soul, and feast every power. The love of poor men 
can brmg no advantage tothe persons loved ; but 
when God sets his love upon a sinner, all at outs he 
who had nothing of late, has all things, life, liberty, 
friends, riches, glory, a kingdom ; sufficiency here, and 

il-suflicient hereafter ; in a w ord, all that can be name 
me sought after, wished for, or thought upon. Then, 
ye sons of earth! hug yourselves in the embrace of 
wealth, and bless your own condition, but presume not 
that you are the favourites of Heaven because his com- 
mon providence pours upon you. As for me, may | be 
the object of this love, and, in spite of poverty, | am 
rich ; in spite of sin, ] am secure, and walk on triumph- 
ing to the better country. 

But agam, the love of God is an intimate love. O 
how the high and lofty One reveals the secrets of his 
covenant, and the sweets of his love to the soul, where 
he condescencds to ccme and dwell! When by the Ho- 
ly Ghost the love of God is shed abroad in the sov!, 
What heavenly joy refreshes the whole inner man! “1 
know thee by name,” says Job; “ I beseech thee show 
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